Delusional disorder and eye tracking dysfunction: preliminary evidence of biological and clinical heterogeneity.
This study used eye tracking movement tests to examine the relationships between frontal field functions and clinical features. Smooth pursuit and voluntary saccadic eye movements were recorded and analyzed in 34 delusional disorder (DD) patients and in 40 normal subjects. The DD group differed significantly from the group of normal subjects in some eye tracking performances. As reported in our previous study (Gambini et al., 1993), DD patients showed abnormalities of voluntary saccadic eye movements. In this study, we also found abnormal smooth pursuit eye movements, indicating a cerebral dysfunction similar to those detected in schizophrenic patients. Moreover, normal smooth pursuit eye movement performance in DD patients was related to remitted depressive mood and probably to benefit from antipsychotic medications, thus supporting the idea of the biological and clinical heterogeneity of DD.